
Place and Resources Overview 
Committee
Date: Thursday, 25 February 2021
Time: 10.00 am
Venue: MS Teams Live Event
Membership: (Quorum 3) 

Daryl Turner (Chairman), Les Fry (Vice-Chairman), Pauline Batstone, Ryan Hope, 
Sherry Jespersen, Carole Jones, Val Pothecary, Andrew Starr, Roland Tarr and David Taylor

Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, South Walks House, South Walks Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1UZ (Sat Nav DT1 1EE)

For more information about this agenda please contact Democratic Services on 
01305 252209 / lindsey.watson@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

For easy access to the Council agendas and minutes download the free public 
app Mod.gov for use on your iPad, Android and Windows tablet. Once 
downloaded select Dorset Council.

Due to the current coronavirus pandemic the Council has reviewed its approach to holding 
committee meetings. Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting and listen 
to the debate online by using the following link: Link to view the Place and Resources 
Overview Committee live on 25 February 2021 at 10.00am

Members of the public wishing to view the meeting from an iphone, ipad or android 
device will need to download the free Microsoft Team App to sign in as a Guest, it is 
advised to do this at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.   

Please note that public speaking has been suspended.  However Public Participation will 
continue by written submission only.  Please see detail set out below. 

Dorset Council is committed to being open and transparent in the way it carries out its 
business whenever possible.  A recording of the meeting will be available on the council’s 
website after the event. 

Public Document Pack

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MmFiNzc5MTgtOWNlNS00ZDcwLWJkY2YtYzg3ZGY3YmM2Nzcy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%220a4edf35-f0d2-4e23-98f6-b0900b4ea1e6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e945dac7-c7f0-449d-b9aa-53ead0dfb0e6%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MmFiNzc5MTgtOWNlNS00ZDcwLWJkY2YtYzg3ZGY3YmM2Nzcy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%220a4edf35-f0d2-4e23-98f6-b0900b4ea1e6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e945dac7-c7f0-449d-b9aa-53ead0dfb0e6%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d
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5  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 3 - 4

To receive questions or statements on the business of the committee 
from town and parish councils and members of the public.

Public speaking has been suspended for virtual committee meetings 
during the Covid-19 crisis and public participation will be dealt with 
through written submissions only. 

Members of the public who live, work or represent an organisation 
within the Dorset Council area, may submit up to two questions or a 
statement of up to a maximum of 450 words.  All submissions must be 
sent electronically to lindsey.watson@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by the 
deadline set out below.  When submitting a question please indicate 
who the question is for and include your name, address and contact 
details.  Questions and statements received in line with the council’s 
rules for public participation will be published as a supplement to the 
agenda.

Questions will be read out by an officer of the council and a response 
given by the appropriate Portfolio Holder or officer at the meeting.  All 
questions, statements and responses will be published in full within the 
minutes of the meeting.  The deadline for submission of the full text 
of a question or statement is 8.30am on Monday 22 February 
2021.

mailto:lindsey.watson@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


Place and Resources Overview Committee – 25 February 2021 
 

Agenda item 5 – Public Participation 
 
 
Question from John Calvert 
 
Item 8 Tourist Information Centre Funding 
 
The Executive Summary comments that TICs provide the following key services: 
~ free information including maps, local attractions and events, general 
information about the local area, bus/transport provision and information about 
accessibility ~ ticket sales for some transport providers and for local events 
~accommodation information and booking for the local area. 
 
As a resident of Dorchester for over 10 years I have used the Dorchester Tourist 
Information for all these when they were available and I use them in other towns 
every time my wife and I visit for the first time. 
 
This situation is not recent, there were plans for the TIC to go into the Shire Hall 
but then there weren't. The obvious next place was the new Library but no plans 
there. Finally the reorganisation of the Corn Exchange surely offered possibilities.  
 
The response from Dorchester Town Council is sympathetic but seemingly at an 
early stage. 
 
My question is this - If Tourism is so important for Dorset and in particular for 
Dorchester why is the Council stopping the funding and releasing the expert staff 
before agreeing a replacement service? 
Some transitional funding is no substitute for proper planning. 
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